Information Sheet On Care Of Your New Pomeranian Puppy
Feeding:

· I recommend IAMS or IAMS/Eukanuba (small bites puppy food). Feed dry and "free choice." You can feed puppy food until he is 1 year, then switch to adult.

· Leave fresh water "free choice" for your puppy.

· In case of loose stools, use a mixture of cooked hamburger and pumpkin.  The pumpkin serves as a "binder."

· Do not give milk or table scraps to your puppy as it can cause loose stools.


Stress:   
Stress can cuase low blood sugar, which is actually hypoglycemia.  Toy breed dogs have a very small fat reserve that in times of excitement and stress is used up very rapidly.  Signs of hypoglycemia include confusion, disorientation, unusual drowsiness, shivers and/or staggering.  In an advanced stage the dog can collapse and go into seizures.  Immediate sugar and protein ingestion is necessary.  The best product to keep on hand is Nutrical, available from your veterinarian.  If the condition persists after a few minutes contact your veterinarian.

I strongly advise using Nutri-Cal, Nutri-Stat or Nurti-Drops, which contains electrolytes, vitamins and minerals (and sugar) to keep them from stressing. It is a good idea to give this to your puppy as soon as you pick him up and for at least several days after he arrives in his new home.  When you purchase a puppy from me you will get a tube of Nutri-Cal or Nutri-Stat in your puppy pack.  This product can be obtained from pet stores, online vet supply companies or from your Vet.  

In an emergency, sugar water or syrup or even honey will work.  If you need to force him to drink it, feed it to him at the side of his mouth with an eyedropper and stroke the throat to make him swallow.  Get him to drink as much as possible and if he is not up and moving on his own within a few minutes, get him to your vet.  In severe cases aggressive therapy may be needed, which could include an IV glucose drip. 

After a bout of stress you will need to watch him very closely until he builds up that fat reserve again.   A/D prescription dog food is good to feed a puppy that has stressed and can be obtained from your vet (Word of caution - A/D is so high caloric that it may cause loose stools.)  If your puppy won’t eat (don’t bring him home from the vet unless he is eating on his own)

As an alternative to the A/D food, you can mix 1/3 esbilac (or similar product), 1/3 pumpkin, 1/3 high protein canned Eukanuba dog food.  You can also give cottage cheese, processed cheese, chicken breast and baby sausages (chicken is best, not Vienna sausages as they have more preservatives) .

If your puppy stresses, he will go down (lie down); extremities go stiff; and he will drool or have clear foam from his mouth. If you see this, get Nutri-Cal down the puppy immediately and he should perk up again within just a few minutes.  If the puppy is not taking Nutri-Cal or Nutri-Drops voluntarily you may need to mix it with some Karo syrup and water (to thin it a bit) and give it with a syringe.  Since Nutri-Cal is a paste you can also rub a bit on their gums with your finger, the Nutri-Cal will absorb into their system through their gums.  Nutri-Drops are a liquid that will absorb more quickly than the paste.  If you puppy is unresponsive the Nutri-Drops can be quicker help than even Nutri-Cal.  

If the condition persists after a few minutes contact your veterinarian.

Choice of a vet is "critical":
Choose your vet carefully!

1. Find a vet that is knowledgeable about Toy breeds.

2. Convince your vet that Pomeranians are NOT "normal" dogs.

3. Check a prospective vet’s "references"; make sure they can keep small kittens alive during surgery.  Teeth cleanings will require them to put the puppy under so this is very important.

4. If your dog requires "intensive care," make sure that Pom is going home with your vet at night or has someone with him at all times, or your Pomeranian will not be getting intensive care!

5. Many vets seem to be unaware of the stress problems that are prevalent in the toy breeds.  Make sure that your choice of vet is aware and knowledgeable about treating them.
Worming:
It is always a good idea to have your puppy’s stool sample checked for worms at every annual visit.  Hookworms and roundworms are the two most common worms. Hookworms are microscopic and can cause your puppy to become anemic and death can occur rather suddenly. Roundworms are visible by human eye and resemble miniature spaghetti.

Puppies can get worms from their mothers milk so when you purchase a puppy it should have already been wormed.  They can get tapeworms (from cats or eating "wild game"). Some of the "foul" things they chew on (like their own or other dogs waste) can also allow them to pick up other organisms like giardia. Fleas are also a common source of tapeworms so it is important to control them as well. 

Nemex 2 liquid wormer is my choice of wormers; Panacure, Strongid and Ivomec are vet prescribed. I like to give Nemex 2 at 4 wks, 6 wks, 9 wks and 12 wks, and then annually.  My annual application is a daily does (according to package instructions) for three days, then repeat 2 weeks later.  No wormer is 100% effective and it is good to change wormers so as to not get resistance to the product. But always use a safe, mild wormer.  Your Health record will show the worming that I have been done for your puppy.   Be sure to take this information with you when you go for your new puppy Vet check.

If worm problems persist see your veterinarian.
Flea & mite control:
Flea control is very important.  A quality flea medication will also take care of worms (as some worms are spread by fleas) and ticks.  I use Advantage and your puppy will be treated before he leaves my care.  This is a topical application that attacks the fleas before they can bite the puppy.  Over-the-counter medications require the flea bit the dog before it takes affect.  Advantage is available from most online pet supply companies or your Veterinarian.

If you are having a flea problem you will also want to treat your home.  Fleas will live in your pet’s bed and your carpets.  Wash your pet’s bed regularly and use a quality (pet safe) flea bomb.  I recommend X-otrol is a quality product that lasts for 7 months and will sterilize the eggs that the fleas have left in your carpet and furniture.  With this product you will have to close up your house for most of the day before going in.
Bathing/Grooming:
Bathe your dog with a mild dog shampoo as often as once a month or as needed.  I use Nova Pearls for dry skin.  This shampoo seems to be the gentlest and leaves their coat soft and manageable.  For tough to clean problem or oil or grease use just a little Dawn dishwater detergent (don’t use to much as it will be drying to the skin and can cause itching).  Massage and scrub the entire body vigorously. 

Always brush (use a wire pin brush and not a slicker brush as the slicker brush will break off the hair) and comb out your Pomeranian before and after bathing.  A thorough blow-drying should follow bathing.  You’re done brushing and combing when your comb goes through every inch of your dog easily. You should be able to see and feel clean healthy skin.  Make sure that you are getting completely to the skin when brushing as Pomeranians have a double layer coat.  I find that when I get my fur-kids to lay on their sides it becomes very easy to work through their coat a little at a time. 

You will find that the find undercoat may gather mats at the back of the ears, under the arms and on the back of their rear legs.  If you brush regularly, getting through both layer of coats you will be able to find these mats early and remove them before they cause an irritation.

If you care to leave the grooming to someone else feel free to give one of us a call to set up an appointment.

Pomeranians like to have their hair fluffed up and forward, not patted or stroked down and best to approach them with your fingers under their chin, rather than a pat on top of the head. Brushing and petting in this direction will also help in getting that “fluffy” appearance and in getting through both layers of coat.

Steam bathing is an option used by many a show person to freshen the coat.  Simply take a towel and soak it in hot water.  Ring it out tightly so that it isn’t drippy and wrap it around the dog.  Keep the towel around him for 2-3 minutes then vigorously rub him all over paying special attention to areas that may be heavily soiled.  Next brush as normal.

If your dog or puppy has dry, flaky skin, one of the following could be the problem:

1. Bacteria - treatable with chlorahexidine or small amount of clorox in bath water.

2. Fungus - treatable with iodine scrubs and rinses

3. Mites - treatable with pyrethrin shampoos left on for 6-10 minutes and then rinsed.

4. Lacking linoleic &/or linolenic acid - Mirra-coat liquid treatment

5. Vitamin E is a supplement (to be used in moderation) for good healthy skin -Daily brushing will help to keep the hair loss under control.

It is always best to ask your Vet before treating yourself, as there are other health problems that have the same symptoms.

To clean the inside of your puppies ears dip a Q-tip in baby oil, mineral oil or olive oil. The eardrum is protected by the "L" shape design of the eardrum.  Gently swab with the dipped Q-tip, then again with a dry one to remove excess oil.  Be careful not to go to deep into the ear.  The oil will also aid in keeping away ear mites.
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Teeth should be cleaned regularly.  The small jaw size of the Pom makes cleaning necessary to keep tarter and gum disease at bay.  Teeth should be checked thoroughly at yearly check ups and possible vet cleaning determined at that time.  If you are feeding wet dog food you will need to have your dog’s teeth cleaned more frequently than if you are feeding dry.

Trimming:
Pomeranian coats do not need much trimming.  You may want to keep the tips of their ears trimmed to give their face a nice round appearance, but it isn’t necessary.  If you do choose to trim ears you are just rounding the points, don’t trim down the sides of the ear.  The appearance you are looking for is tiny ears and trimming more than that will make them appear larger rather than smaller.

Here’s a little known fact.  You never want to trim that long hair that grows off the end of a males penis sheath.  That hair is what assists in his aim, without it he will wet all over his tummy.  If you are having him groomed most groomers don’t know about this and that is the first thing that they will cut off.  The problem is that once those nice long hairs have been cut they will never grow back again.  They will get other short fine hairs, but not the ones that assist with their aim.

Feet “slippers” should be trimmed to avoid collecting dirt and such.  This is easy to do at the same time you are trimming their toenails.  I have outlined the method that I use for teaching my dogs to cooperate with feet and nail trimming.  It has been so effective that my dogs will lay in my lap and go to sleep while I am doing the dirty deed.  This is most effective if you pick a time of day when they are slightly tired.  You definitely don’t want to do this when they are wound up and want to play, that is whey will fight the hardest making it a horrifying experience for both you and them.

· For a few minutes each day sit with feet propped up (I use my coffee table) and the puppy lying in your lap with their head at you knees.  This will allow them to have their head higher than their heart, which will be less frightening to them.  Use soft encouraging words to make them comfortable.  If they struggle to get up sternly say “no” then place them in the preferred position again.  For the first week or so you will just work on getting them comfortable with this position.  When you are ready for them to get up make sure that it is your decision and that they don’t get the idea that if they struggle you will let them up.  Make sure that this an enjoyable experience, for younger puppies you may only want to do it for a few minutes to start, gradually increasing the time.

· For the second week introduce the nail clippers and scissors, don’t use them yet, just get the puppy used to having them in your hands and rubbing them around their toes and feet pads.  Again make sure that it is your decision to let the puppy up and not that they fought until you let them up.

· When the puppy is adequately comfortable with having their feet handled begin trimming a toenail at a time.  Don’t expect to do all of them in one sitting, just make sure that the experience remains enjoyable and that it is your choice to let them up.  When they begin to fight use a gentle “no” and place them back into the position you have chosen, again, letting them up when it is your choice.

· After you finish the toenails on one foot you can use the scissors to trim the long hairs that grow between the pads of their feet and their toes.  You will trim the bottoms and around the toes, but don’t need to trim the tops of their feet.  They should look “cat like” when they are timed properly.

Once you have your puppy comfortable with the “trimming event” nails should be trimmed every other week and kept short.  Long nails break down the pasterns and would be equivalent to a person walking with painfully with fallen arches.  So it is more "cruel" to let your dog have long nails than it is to trim the nails often.  If you trim to closely Quick stop will stop the bleeding immediately. Pinching the toe pad immediately above and below the nail then apply quick stop (Quick-stop is available through KV Vet). 

I feel my dogs are adequately trained with trimming when they lay in my lap and go to sleep while they are being trimmed.  Normally it takes about three weeks to get to that point.
Potty training:
Potty training will be easier if you do not allow the puppy to have the run of your house.  Crate training can be of great assistance when you are potty training.  I have included other information about crate training in this package.

Since I am a day worker who works long hours I don’t leave my animals crated when I am working.  They have the run of my gated kitchen.  I use Wee Pads and have had great luck with them.  I also make sure that they get outside as soon as they get up in the morning (they sleep in their crates), when I get home and after they eat and play.

You will want to immediately start to potty train to go outside.  They are much like a child - after they eat, sleep, and romp around, they are going to need to potty.  There are many wonderful materials on potty training on the WEB, through your local pet store and from your vet.
Spaying/Neutering

The most important thing to do to your "pet" male and female puppies is to have them neutered/spayed between, 6 to 9 months of age!
For males, this keeps them from doing things males naturally do BECAUSE they are males, like lifting their leg and "marking" their territory. They won’t do this if they are neutered BEFORE they know that they are male!  This will also eliminate the risk for some types of cancer.

For females, this will keep the problem of unwanted litters away, and unless you have researched the task of breeding, and you know what you are doing you should not attempt it.    A knowledgeable breeder should be the only one breeding Poms.  Some Poms require C-sections and only an experienced breeder knows how to keep this from happening or what to do if this becomes necessary.  And, breeding dogs with faults (health and structure issues) only leads to a “watering down” of the purity of a well-bred Pomeranian.  There are also cancer risks that are eliminated by having females spay.

Special Tips:
To prevent front leg injury to toy breed dogs - pick puppies and adults up by putting your hand under their rib cage with free hand on their backs to steady as you lift.

Prevent puppies and adults from jumping off furniture (especially if they are jumping onto slick, hard surfaces).  Small puppies tend to have fragile bones.

Children and puppies can be a wonderful combination, if the children are educated, supervised and prepared to have a pup.  If they don’t know how to properly treat a young dog, one or both may become seriously injured.  Children need to be taught to treat puppies gently, not to poke at them and the proper way of holding them.  Children need to understand that puppies can move very suddenly, squirm out of young arms and drop to the floor with disastrous results.  Those who want a dog to wrestle and roughhouse with need to choose a larger breed - a much larger breed. Too often, small children tease and torment small dogs by pulling hair or chasing them with sticks.  This is sometimes why small dogs are labeled as snippy or not good with children.  Puppies need to be socialized properly with children just as much as the children need to be socialized with puppies.  Remember, new things can be frightening to both the child and the puppy. Because of a toy breed’s size they become an easy target.  The children in the home have to be carefully trained, by a responsible adult, to respect that small size.   

I do not recommend using collars of any type on the Toy breeds.  These small dogs have a tendency to have problems with their tracheas.  The pressure of a collar across their throat could be the trigger to a collapse trachea.  I do not recommend leaving harnesses on unattended animals as they can become caught and be injured.  Of course if your animal is where they can run off you will want to have a harness with their tags on them.   In buying a harness be sure that you are purchasing an H type harness that does not allow the harness to lay across the throat.  The alternative circle 8 harness comes across the throat putting the same pressure that a collar would.  Get a good harness that comes between the legs pulling the neck strap down away from the throat.  Again, I do not recommend leaving this harness on an unattended dog.  My harnesses are connected to the lead and stay that way.  When my dogs are not on the lead the harness is not on them.
You will find more information on grooming and trimming in this packet.





�H type harness.  See how the strap between the front legs holds the neck strap off of the throat?
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